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7th Starz

Denver Pan African Film festival
WHAT IS THE STARZ DENVER PAN AFRICAN FILM & ARTS FESTIVAL (DPAFF)?


Organized and hosted by the Pan African Arts Society, the 7-day Starz Denver Pan African Film & Arts Festival is an annual award-winning showcase of independent and mainstream films highlighting African-American culture and life.  DPAFF hosts  filmmakers, film and TV executives, workshops, panels, parties, Brownsuga Youth Festival and the !BLAM Cultural Arts Education Symposium. The Starz Denver Pan African Film & Arts Festival combines film and interactive media for the purpose of sustaining culture, art & promoting consciousness raising.  DPAFF is the largest cultural arts gathering in the Rocky Mountain Region!
This year DPAFF will present approximately 70 films and related events to a national audience including film and video features, film shorts, student-works, documentaries, experimental works, and works in progress.  In addition, DPAFF will offer a broad assortment of literary events, a signature panel series, industry workshops and networking receptions with local, national, and international film artists.  The 2006 festival theme is, “Celebrating Black Women in Film & TV.”  Prominent African-American female executives, internationally renowned actors and media professionals will be honored during the festival awards ceremony.
WHEN & WHERE IS IT HELD?
	CITY
	DATES

	Denver, Colorado – Our Flagship Event is held at the Starz Film Center, Auraria Campus, in beautiful Downtown Denver.  
	April 24-30, 2006


WHO ATTENDS?

· DPAFF demographics stretches across the age lines and color lines 

· 20% 5 – 18yrs, 40% 18-35yrs, 25% 36 – 44yrs and 15% 45yrs +

· 60% African American 20% Hispanic/Chicano, 15% White/Caucasian, 5% Other

· Community leaders – political and civic leaders have included federal, state, county and city elected officials as well as opinion leaders from across the country

· BLAM! (Black Literature, Arts and Music) Youth Program hosts Children’s & Youth Events for over 2500 K-12 for students each year.
WHY SHOULD YOU SUPPORT DPAFF?

Reach – 50,000+ attendees, supporters and sponsors of DPAFF in a positive environment
Media Visibility – Supporters get top notch media exposure in local and nationwide media markets through print, broadcast, cable and television promotions 
Branding Opportunities – In-theater trailers during the 7-day film festival, event advertising, city-wide and venue banners, distribution of collateral materials and product samples

Special Events – Mayor’s AfricChic Gala & Reception, Brown Suga Youth Festival, !BLAM Retreat, DPAFF Awards Ceremony, Film Premieres, Café Nuba Spoken Word Jam Event and the Closing Night Fade2Black AfterParty.
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ABOUT PAAS and DPAFF
The Pan African Arts Society (PAAS) is 501c3 organization that organizes and executes a myriad of arts education programs and gatherings created in a fashion that stimulate the potential for social change and cultural healing.  Events are hosted at venues throughout the United States and primarily within the Denver metro-area. The Pan African Arts Society also collaborates with individuals, organizations and corporate entities in the community-at-large in order to increase dialogue and action in diverse settings through the use of cultural icons including film, performance, creative writing and oration.

The mission of the PAAS is to cultivate the palate of a young urban audience as well as provide sustenance for the arts connoisseur from a myriad of Black art forms, and to include cinematic expression as a valid form of social art. It is our hope that these seeds will be nurtured and yield increased possibilities for public engagement, professional, spiritual, and personal development, and preservation and perpetuation of cultural heritage. 

The Starz Denver Pan African Film Festival (DPAFF) is in its seventh year of fulfilling its mission to promote deeper cultural understanding, racial respect and tolerance through the exhibition of films, art and creative expression.  DPAFF showcases a broad spectrum of Black creative works, focusing on works that reinforce positive images and help to destroy negative stereotypes.

The Starz Denver Pan African Film & Arts Festival is an award-winning multi-media event that has screened over 600 films from the African Diaspora, and featured dozens of local, national and international film and performance artists.  In addition to films, panels and parties, the Festival also coordinates a !BLAM Youth Fest hosting hundreds of students at an all-day curriculum designed to cultivate, empower and celebrate art education and youth activism.

This year’s film festival will again, follow its stellar reputation in bringing revolutionary and visionary films to the city of Denver and also celebrate and highlight the careers and accomplishments of “Black Women in Film & TV.”  DPAFF/PAAS will honor Emmy award-winning, Oscar nominated actress, Cicely Tyson, with the “Soul Spirit Award” and present distinguished awards to leaders in film, art and TV including Nina Henderson-Moore, Pearl Bowser, donnie l. betts and Oyafunmike Ogunlano.

DPAFF is headed by its Founder and Executive Director Ashara Ekundayo, along with 2006 Festival Co-Director, Ta’Shia Asanti, and a host of dedicated festival staff and loyal community volunteers.
DPAFF 2006 will be held April 24th-30th at the Tivoli Student Union at Auraria Campus, Starz Film Center.  Schedule and Event Info at www.panafricanarts.org, 303-298-8188.

Press inquiries should be directed to Ta’Shia Asanti at (720)339-1356 or allthewords@aol.com
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact Ta’Shia Asanti, Co-Director

(720) 339-1356, (303) 298-8188

allthewords@aol.com
www.panafricanarts.org

7th STARZ DENVER PAN AFRICAN FILM FESTIVAL

HONORS BLACK WOMEN IN FILM AND TELEVISION

April 24th-30th, 2006, the internationally celebrated Starz Denver Pan African Film Festival (DPAFF), a collaboration between the Pan African Arts Society, Denver Film Society and Starz, and co-sponsored by the Gay & Lesbian Fund for Colorado, will for the 7th year, convene the largest Black cultural arts gathering in the Rocky Mountain region featuring multiple mediums of artistic displays in film, visual, cultural and literary arts at the Starz FilmCenter (900 Auraria Parkway) located on the Auraria campus in Downtown Denver, Colorado.  This year's media sponsors include Urban Spectrum Newspaper, KUVO radio, KGNU radio, and the Denver Post. 

In addition to local, national and international film screenings from all sectors of society, the 2006 DPAFF will honor the achievements of Black Women in Film & Television.  The short list of the distinguished award recipients for this year’s festival’s include Emmy-award winning actress Cicely Tyson; BET Pictures Vice President of News & Public Affairs-Nina Henderson Moore; renowned rapper and actor on the UPN hit TV show Half & Half, MC Lyte; star of the internationally acclaimed, NAACP Image Award-winning film Sankofa, Oyafunmike Ogunlano; award-winning Film Historian and Scholar, Pearl Bowser; Producer and Director of the internationally acclaimed film on the late Oscar Brown, Jr., donnie l. betts.

Festival Highlights

As a part of the seven-day celebration for many of the finest films Black cinema has to offer, the 7th Starz Denver Pan African Film Festival will also offer:

The Opening Night Film and AfriChic Gala hosted by Starz Entertainment which commences with the world premiere of the highly anticipated, “Akeelah & The Bee” starring epic actors, Angela Bassett and Laurence Fishburne.  The screening is immediately followed by the DPAFF Outstanding Achievement Awards at which Emmy-award winning, Oscar nominated actress, Ms. Cicely Tyson, will be presented with the Soul Spirit award.  The after party includes live music, delectable fanfare and an open bar.  A Very VIP pre-film Cocktail Reception at a location TBA will feature the artwork of a local juried artist. 

!BLAM YouthFest (Black Literature, Arts and Music) programming which for the last 5 years has attracted thousands of K-12 students and youth from across Colorado to participate in film screenings, career development talks, internships opportunities and arts education.  
Emergence-See, an unforgettable evening of artistic superiority in partnership with Shadow Theatre Company with actor-poet, Daniel Beaty and his award-winning theatrical production, co-sponsored by Kaiser Permanente and Civil Technology.  

Café Nuba, the nationally televised, award-winning, spoken-word venue featuring the nation’s most provocative poets, musicians and performance artists including Olu Butterfly, Queen Sheba, Medusa and some very special VIP guests, co-sponsored by the Just Media Fund.

The inaugural presentation of Brownsuga Youth Film Festival featuring Grammy-award winning rap artist, M.C. Lyte, who will sign copies of her new book, Just My Take, after the panel presentation, “Healing the Hip-Hop Generation.”  BrownSuga Fest brings together local and national hip-hop artists including deejays, breakdancers, emcees, alternative health practitioners and graffiti artists for a one-day interactive session on, “Wholistic activism, conscious consumerism,” and other cutting edge, innovative topics.
The annual SOIL Emerging Artists Panel Series gathers film and TV executives, media professionals, filmmakers, poets, writers and visual artists to dialogue about everything from the current images of urban communities in film and on TV and how to sell your first feature film.  The SOIL Emerging Artist Panel Series will once again coordinate three amazing dialogues open to the public titled: Polishing the Celluloid Pedestal: Images of Black & White Women in Film and TV; Healing the Hip-Hop Generation and a panel exploring the exploitation and empowerment of women in the Hip-Hop industry entitled, Selling Pu$$y One Rhyme at A Time.

Lastly, the Closing Night Film and Urban Spectrum Newspaper “Fade2Black” Party will feature surprise Celebrity Guests, Colorado Community “Artivist” Awards, live music, delectable fanfare and the DPAFF Audience Choice Awards for festival-goers.

To arrange interviews with our honorees (limited interviews available with Cicely Tyson and M.C. Lyte) and executive staff or for information about the benefits of joining our family of distinguished corporate, foundation and private sponsors please contact:

Ta'Shia Asanti-Co-Director

Denver Pan African Film & Arts Festival

c/o Pan African Arts Society

909 Park Ave. West

Denver, Colorado 80205

303-298-8188 Office  (720) 339-1356 Cell 

allthewords@aol.com
www.panafricanarts.org

2006 STARZ DENVER PAN AFRICAN FILM FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

Wednesday, April 26th

430pm – 630pm
Very VIP Fundraiser Soiree - TBA

Theater C

Opening Night Film:

7:00pm – 9:00pm
She is Sacred 7 – miniDV



8 min

Akeelah and the Bee – 35mm



90min

9:15 – 11:30 pm
Mayor’s AfriChic Reception & Awards Ceremony
Tivoli 460

Thursday, April 27th
Theater A

DARK – DPAFF @ DCPA Jones Theatre

5:00pm – 6:15

Theatre Reception

6:30pm – 8:00pm
“Emergence-See” w/ Daniel Beaty
Theater B

6:00pm – 7:15pm
City of Women - beta




72min

8:00pm – 9:30pm
Shorts IV – 




The Saint of Avenue B - beta



14min




I’d Rather Be Dancing - beta



19min




Joe Willie’s Friend - dvd



18min

Prescription for Time - dvd



15min




The Legend of Black Tom – mini dv


16min







Total Run Time:

82 min


Theater C

6:30pm – 8:10pm
Zulu Love Letter - vhs



100min
8:30pm – 10:25pm
Inequality - DVD




3 min

Music is My Life, Politics My Mistress- Beta
110min

Q & A w/ directors




Total Run Time:

113min

1030pm – 130am -
Producer Reception @ LIME

Friday, April 28th
500pm – 630pm-
Colorado Filmmaker Mixer – Jazz@Jacks
Theater A

6:00pm – 7:15pm
Shorts I - Queer



Brooklyn Bridge to Jordan – mini dv


20min

George’s Date
- beta sp



  1min






Dani & Alice – beta




30min




Jumping the Broom -
beta



29min




4 Women - dvd




11min




Q & A w/ Directors







Total Run Time:

91min
Theater B

6:15pm – 7:45pm
Water First – mini dv




22min

Upriver In Time – beta



67 min




Total Run Time

89 min

8:00pm – 9:30pm
Been Rich All My Life – dvd



81min

Theater C

6:30pm – 8:05pm
Inequality - DVD




3 min




Random Acts of Truth – mini dv


17 min

Death of Two Sons - beta



64min 

Q/A w Dirs.







Total Run time:

84min

8:30 – 10:15 pm
Slippin: Ten Years with The Bloods - beta

84min

OFF CAMPUS – 

8:00 pm – 2:00 am 
CAFÉ NUBA @The Walnut Room 3131 Walnut Street




film: Estilo Hip-Hop – 11min

Saturday, April 29th
Theater A

12:00pm – 1:40pm
Favela Rising - DVD




80min
4:00pm – 5:40pm
Slippin: Ten Years with The Bloods - beta

84min
6:30pm – 8:04pm
NO! - vhs





94min
8:45pm – 10:20pm
Shorts II 



Apple’s Cherry – mini dv



5min




Morally Speaking – mini dv



15min




Coochie –35mm




21min




The “Q”





25min







Total Run Time:

66 min
Theater B

1:00pm – 2:50pm
City of Women - beta




72min

3:00pm – 4:20pm
Shorts I - Queer



Brooklyn Bridge to Jordan – mini dv


20min

George’s Date
- beta sp



1min






Dani & Alice – beta




30min




Jumping the Broom - 
beta



29min




4 Women - dvd




14min




Q & A w/ Directors







Total Run Time:

91min
5:00pm – 6:30pm 
Tracey Townsend







Total Run Time

82min


7:00pm - 8:35pm 
Water First – mini dv




22min

Upriver In Time – beta



67 min




Total Run Time

89 min
9:00pm – 10:15pm
Inequality - DVD




3 min




Random Acts of Truth – mini dv


17 min

Death of Two Sons - beta



64min 

Q/A w Dirs.







Total Run time:

84min


5:00pm – 6:30
Poet Reception @ Samba Room
Theater C

1:30pm – 3:00pm
Low – mini dv





32min




Wa’n Wina – vhs?




52min






Total Run time:   
 
84min
3:30pm – 4:30pm
The Origin of AIDS – beta



min







Total Run time:

83min

6:30pm – 8:00pm
Shorts III – HipHop



United Nations of Hip-Hop – mini dv

10min




Beat Back Bush – mini dv



15min




Kindred – mini dv




10min




Scene Not Heard - beta



45min




Bling – mini dv




11min







Total Run Time

91min
8:15pm – 9:30pm
CENTERPIECE FILM: 

Hip Hop Colony - beta



90min
10:00pm – 11:30pm
CENTERPIECE FILM: 




Spit - dvd





93min




Q & A w/ Producer + Poets




Theater D

2:00pm – 3:30pm
Polishing the Celluloid Pedestal: Images of Black & White Women – panel, 

moderator – Michelle Materre, panelists: Pearl Bowser, Iya Oyafunmike Ogunlano, Iya Ta’Shia Asanti, Dondrie Burnham, Matema Hadi
4:00pm – 6:00pm 
 BrownSuga Fest: “Edible Hip-Hop: the cipher of holistic activism”- Panel 

Ietef Vita, moderator – Fran James, Dr. Meeks, Dr. Stephens, Ace-One, Dawit, Ifeyemi aka LaShanta Ase
12am – 5am -
LateNite HausPartie - “Orange” – BY INVITATION ONLY at Roadside Studios, 26th & Franklin w/ Medusa, DJ CaveM, Basheba Earth, Ainsley Burrows and More! – hosted by DJ Musa, Yorubawoman and BluBlakwomyn

Sunday, April 30th 

Theater A

1:00pm – 2:35pm 
Shorts IV – 




The Saint of Avenue B - beta



14min




I’d Rather Be Dancing - beta



19min




Joe Willie’s Friend - dvd



18min

Prescription for Time - dvd



15min




The Legend of Black Tom – mini dv


16min







Total Run Time:

82 min


3:00pm – 4:30pm 
Shorts II 



Apple’s Cherry – mini dv



5min




Morally Speaking – mini dv



15min




Coochie –35mm




21min




The “Q”





25min







Total Run time:   
 
66 min
5:00pm – 6:30pm  
Been Rich All My Life – dvd



81min
Theater B

1:30pm – 3:00pm
Shorts III – HipHop



United Nations of Hip-Hop – mini dv

10min




Beat Back Bush – mini dv



25min




Kindred – mini dv




10min




Scene Not Heard - beta



45min




Bling – mini dv




11min







Total Run Time

91min
3:30pm – 5:15pm - 
Zulu Love Letter - vhs



100min

Theater C

1:45pm – 3:00pm
Release





13min

The Gospel Chime Hour – mini dv


53min




Total Run Time

66min
4:00pm – 5:45pm
NO! - vhs





94min

Theater D

3:15pm – 4:45pm
Selling Pu$$y: One Rhyme At A Time - Panel

Moderator - Ashara Ekundayo, panelists: Medusa, MC Lyte, Queen Sheba, Ainsley Burrows, Laurence Coke

5:00pm – 6:30

Hip-Hop Reception @ DelMar Crab House

Theater C

7:00pm – 8:30pm
CLOSING NITE Film
The Twelve Disciples of Nelson Mandela
- beta

73min

Q & A w/ Director

8:45pm – 1100pm
Urban Spectrum’s Fade2Black Party & Awards Ceremony











Tivoli 440
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